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Because of the Fast Food industry’s incredi-
ble size and paper buying power, they have 
severe effects on forests globally.   Last year 
sales for the 400 largest U.S.-based fast food 
chains were $277.2 billion, and fast food 
companies are in many communities where 
concerned citizens are getting involved.  . 
 
Below are some steps to begin taking to 

really put pressure on Fast Food Companies locally (which adds up to major national pressure). Remember to think 
big and do not be afraid to try new ideas.   Let us know you are getting involved, so we can help out, provide re-
sources, and track the cumulative effect of our actions! 
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Email: 

Address I would like the e-newsletter? 

City St Zip I would like to volunteer? 

Phone Send me membership info! 

Name: 
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Address I would like the e-newsletter? 

City St Zip I would like to volunteer? 

Phone Send me membership info! 
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Phone Send me membership info! 
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Address I would like the e-newsletter? 

City St Zip I would like to volunteer? 

Phone Send me membership info! 

Name: 
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Address I would like the e-newsletter? 

City St Zip I would like to volunteer? 

Phone Send me membership info! 

Name: 
  
  
  
Email: 

Address I would like the e-newsletter? 

City St Zip I would like to volunteer? 

Phone Send me membership info! 

Name: 
  
  
  
Email: 

Address I would like the e-newsletter? 

City St Zip I would like to volunteer? 

Phone Send me membership info! 

Name: 
  
  
  
Email: 

Address I would like the e-newsletter? 

City St Zip I would like to volunteer? 

Phone Send me membership info! 
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Sadly, Yum! Brands, your parent company, has no policy in place to protect our endangered 
forests. The Southern U.S. is also the largest paper-producing region in the world with mil-
lions of acres being logged every year mostly for paper production and much of this paper is 
ending up in our landfills. In the United States we generate over 300 pounds of packaging 
waste per person each year, and food packaging takes up 15% of our landfills. 
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Why write a letter to the editor? 
Letters to the Editor show grassroots support for No Free Refills campaign.  It is also is a great way to get show 
the importance of Southern forests. Many people read letters to the editor every day, and the decision makers are 

often among those reading the letters.   
 
 
 

 How do I write a letter to the editor? 
· There are sample letters to the editor below. You are writing a short letter expressing your opinion about 
how Southern forests are too important to be wasted for fast food packaging. 

· Keep it short and concise—150-200 words. The paper will take the liberty to shorten your letter to suit its 
format; the more it has to cut, the less control you have of what gets printed. Lead with your most important in-
formation. 

· Focus on one main point and make a compelling case. Be "witty" without lapsing into sarcasm or clichés. 

· Write in short paragraphs, with no more than three sentences per paragraph. 

· Put your full name, address and phone number at the top of the page and sign the letter at the bottom. You 
must include a phone number for verification purposes. 
Follow up to see if the letter was received. 

Sample Letters to the Editor        
Saving our Trees 
Last Tuesday, volunteers with Dogwood Alliance, a southern forest protection group, held a rally at Old Domin-
ion University asking fast food companies to use greener packaging. (''Cut trash, not trees' is rallying cry at ODU 
event,' Hampton Roads, Feb. 6). 
Forests around the Great Dismal Swamp, not far from Norfolk, are being clear-cut and destroyed just for chicken 
nugget boxes and hamburger wrappers essentially, trash. The same is true of the Green Swamp, near Wilming-
ton, N.C., where community members and students at University of North Carolina Wilmington gathered in front 
of a Taco Bell for a similar event on Wednesday. 
Both the Great Dismal Swamp and the Green Swamp are areas of incredible biodiversity, with plants and ani-
mals that cannot be found anywhere else in the world. 
This week's events are only the beginning of a larger grass-roots campaign to change the status quo in the fast 
food industry. We did it in the '90s, when we eliminated Styrofoam, and we'll do it again this year by demanding 
that fast food companies use recycled material rather than our pristine wilderness. 
Noelle Janka 
Wilmington, N.C.  




